the revolution Called upon to hand over the insignia of
his rank to the rebellious rabble, he preferred to throw his
sword overboard rather than surrender it into unwoithy
hands Though he appears to be linked up with British and
Amcncan circles, the admiral is entirely favourable to
France, and, when sounded by a member of our mission,
showed himself most eagci to collaborate closely with
us
'Finally, the Ataman Scimonov, the Cossack officer
whom I have already mentioned to you, seems to enjoy
every sympathy among the Russian and Mongol popula-
tion of Tiansbaikalia, where he is at piesent cairying on
a struggle against Lenin's supportcis The only outstand-
ing personality in the country, whcte there arc only too
many windbags, the ataman has managed to attract to his
side a picked body of officers He may well prove to be
the strong leader, giving expression to the best aspirations
of the Russian people, who alone would be capable of
saving his unhappy country '
Captain Michon read his icport over Then he stood
up, went to the door, and listened He walked over to the
mantelpiece, took down a book, and out of its binding
extracted a scuet cipher
Mojo* Loc kray was tall and thin, suffucd from malaria,
and had a fiancee to whom he wrote once a week
cWhat horrors*, he had recently written to her, care
people able to bear without murmuring, once they get
used to them, as usually happens at a time of revolution!>
His long letters to his fiancee were accompanied by
dried spec imcns of Transbaikalian flora
At the moment, however, the major was not thinking
about his fiaiu ec
'Beginning Fcbuury 1918,' he wrote, 'Scmionov occu-
pied Dauna on Tiansbaikalun railway Was dislodged
beginning March by Bolshevik troops and fell back on
Manchuh April i4th revolt of Czechs at Chehabmsk,